


















“Then	
  I	
  saw	
  another	
  
angel	
  flying	
  in	
  the	
  
midst	
  of	
  heaven,	
  
having	
  the	
  everlas8ng	
  gospel	
  
to	
  preach	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  dwell	
  
on	
  the	
  earth	
  -­‐-­‐	
  to	
  every	
  
na8on,	
  tribe,	
  tongue	
  and	
  
people	
  -­‐-­‐	
  



saying	
  with	
  a	
  loud	
  voice,	
  ‘Fear	
  
God	
  and	
  give	
  glory	
  to	
  Him,	
  for	
  
the	
  hour	
  of	
  His	
  judgment	
  has	
  
come.”	
  	
  
Revela8on	
  14:6,	
  7	
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I.  The	
  Fact	
  of	
  God's	
  Judgment.	
  	
  



The	
  Bible	
  teaches	
  us	
  about	
  God's	
  
Judgment:	
  	
  
	
  

	
  Accountability	
  and	
  
	
  Responsibility	
  are	
  built	
  into	
  
	
  the	
  fabric	
  of	
  Scripture	
  from	
  
	
  the	
  beginning	
  (Genesis	
  3)	
  to	
  
	
  the	
  end	
  (Revela8on	
  14	
  and	
  20).	
  	
  

	
  



The	
  declara8on	
  that	
  “the	
  hour	
  
of	
  His	
  judgment	
  has	
  come”	
  gives	
  
incredible	
  momentum	
  and	
  
urgency	
  to	
  the	
  announcement	
  
of	
  the	
  first	
  angel.	
  
	
  



“Let	
  us	
  hear	
  the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  
the	
  whole	
  maZer:	
  Fear	
  God	
  and	
  
keep	
  His	
  commandments,	
  for	
  
this	
  is	
  the	
  whole	
  duty	
  of	
  man.	
  	
  
	
  



“For	
  God	
  will	
  bring	
  every	
  work	
  
into	
  judgment,	
  including	
  every	
  
secret	
  thing,	
  whether	
  it	
  is	
  good	
  
or	
  whether	
  it	
  is	
  evil.”	
  	
  
Ecclesiastes	
  12:13,	
  14	
  
	
  



“You	
  have	
  heard	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  said	
  
to	
  those	
  of	
  old,	
  ‘You	
  shall	
  not	
  
murder,’	
  and	
  whoever	
  murders	
  
will	
  be	
  in	
  danger	
  of	
  the	
  
judgment.	
  	
  
	
  



“But	
  I	
  say	
  to	
  you	
  that	
  whoever	
  is	
  
angry	
  with	
  his	
  brother	
  without	
  a	
  
cause	
  shall	
  be	
  in	
  danger	
  of	
  the	
  
judgment.”	
  	
  
MaZhew	
  5:21,	
  22	
  
	
  



“Truly,	
  these	
  8mes	
  of	
  ignorance	
  
God	
  overlooked,	
  but	
  now	
  
commands	
  all	
  men	
  everywhere	
  
to	
  repent,	
  	
  
	
  



“because	
  He	
  has	
  appointed	
  a	
  
day	
  on	
  which	
  He	
  will	
  judge	
  the	
  
world	
  in	
  righteousness	
  by	
  the	
  
Man	
  whom	
  He	
  has	
  ordained.”	
  
Acts	
  17:30,	
  31	
  
	
  



When	
  Paul	
  “reasoned	
  about	
  
righteousness,	
  self-­‐control,	
  and	
  
the	
  judgment	
  to	
  come,	
  Felix	
  was	
  
afraid	
  and	
  answered,	
  	
  
‘Go	
  away	
  for	
  now;	
  when	
  I	
  have	
  
a	
  convenient	
  8me	
  I	
  will	
  call	
  for	
  
you.’”	
  	
  
Acts	
  24:25,	
  26	
  
	
  



In	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  Hebrews	
  we	
  read,	
  
“As	
  it	
  is	
  appointed	
  to	
  men	
  to	
  die	
  
once,	
  but	
  acer	
  this	
  the	
  
judgment.”	
  
Hebrews	
  9:27	
  
	
  



Note	
  that	
  the	
  difference	
  in	
  
Revela8on’s	
  proclama8on	
  by	
  
the	
  first	
  angel	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  8ming.	
  
Whereas	
  other	
  Bible	
  references	
  
point	
  to	
  this	
  event	
  as	
  being	
  in	
  
the	
  future,	
  
	
  



the	
  angel	
  of	
  Revela8on	
  14	
  
speaks	
  of	
  the	
  judgment	
  as	
  being	
  
a	
  present	
  reality,	
  crying	
  with	
  a	
  
loud	
  voice	
  that	
  the	
  hour	
  of	
  His	
  
judgment	
  	
  
“has	
  come.”	
  
	
  



The	
  word	
  “for”	
  is	
  especially	
  
vital,	
  as	
  it	
  connects	
  the	
  phrases	
  
“fear	
  God	
  and	
  give	
  glory	
  to	
  Him”	
  
and	
  “the	
  hour	
  of	
  His	
  judgment	
  
has	
  come.”	
  The	
  word	
  “for”	
  in	
  
the	
  original	
  is	
  o-,	
  which	
  ocen	
  
has	
  a	
  strong	
  causal	
  implica8on.	
  
	
  



It	
  establishes	
  a	
  direct	
  causal	
  link	
  
between	
  the	
  phrases.	
  It	
  is	
  
because	
  the	
  hour	
  of	
  His	
  
judgment	
  has	
  come	
  that	
  we	
  
should	
  fear	
  God	
  and	
  give	
  Him	
  
glory.	
  
	
  



“Truly,	
  these	
  8mes	
  of	
  ignorance	
  
God	
  overlooked,	
  but	
  now	
  
commands	
  all	
  men	
  everywhere	
  
to	
  repent,	
  because	
  (o-)	
  He	
  has	
  
appointed	
  a	
  day	
  on	
  which	
  He	
  
will	
  judge	
  the	
  world	
  in	
  
righteousness.”	
  	
  
Acts	
  17:31	
  
	
  



The	
  difference	
  between	
  Paul’s	
  
sermon	
  and	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  the	
  
first	
  angel	
  is	
  that	
  while	
  Paul	
  
used	
  the	
  future	
  tense	
  in	
  
describing	
  a	
  coming	
  judgment,	
  
the	
  angel	
  of	
  Revela8on	
  states	
  
categorically,	
  “The	
  hour	
  of	
  His	
  
judgment	
  has	
  come.”	
  
	
  



II.	
  Phases	
  of	
  God's	
  Judgment.	
  	
  



Earthly	
  trials	
  include	
  separate	
  
and	
  dis8nct	
  phases	
  that	
  pertain	
  
first	
  to	
  the	
  inves-ga-on	
  of	
  the	
  
facts;	
  then	
  a	
  decision	
  is	
  made	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  facts	
  as	
  the	
  law	
  is	
  
applied;	
  finally	
  the	
  disposi8on	
  
and	
  execu-on	
  of	
  the	
  sentence	
  
takes	
  place.	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  Bible	
  reveals	
  that	
  God	
  has	
  
an	
  inves8ga8ve	
  phase	
  of	
  His	
  
jus8ce	
  system.	
  We	
  might	
  call	
  
this	
  the	
  “finding”	
  phase.	
  
	
  











“At	
  that	
  8me	
  your	
  people	
  will	
  
be	
  delivered,	
  everyone	
  who	
  is	
  
found	
  wriZen	
  in	
  the	
  book.”	
  	
  
Daniel	
  12:1	
  
	
  

The	
  phrase	
  “found	
  wriZen”	
  in	
  
this	
  passage	
  obviously	
  
contemplates	
  an	
  
inves8ga8on	
  which	
  takes	
  
place	
  prior	
  to	
  deliverance.	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  segng	
  of	
  the	
  heavenly	
  
court	
  scene	
  (Daniel	
  7:7-­‐9)	
  takes	
  
place	
  before	
  the	
  destruc8on	
  of	
  
the	
  beast/horn	
  power	
  (Daniel	
  
7:11),	
  which	
  happens,	
  according	
  
to	
  Paul’s	
  analysis	
  in	
  	
  
II	
  Thessalonians	
  2:1-­‐10,	
  at	
  the	
  
return	
  of	
  Jesus.	
  	
  
	
  



“He	
  who	
  is	
  unjust,	
  let	
  him	
  be	
  
unjust	
  s8ll;	
  he	
  who	
  is	
  filthy,	
  let	
  
him	
  be	
  filthy	
  s8ll;	
  he	
  who	
  is	
  
righteous,	
  let	
  him	
  be	
  righteous	
  
s8ll;	
  he	
  who	
  is	
  holy,	
  let	
  him	
  be	
  
holy	
  s8ll.”	
  	
  
Revela8on	
  22:11	
  
	
  



“And	
  behold	
  I	
  am	
  coming	
  
quickly,	
  and	
  My	
  reward	
  is	
  with	
  
Me	
  to	
  give	
  to	
  everyone	
  
according	
  to	
  his	
  work.”	
  	
  
Revela8on	
  22:12	
  
	
  



According	
  to	
  the	
  sequence	
  of	
  
these	
  verses	
  then,	
  the	
  
finaliza8on	
  of	
  every	
  decision	
  for	
  
life	
  or	
  death,	
  recognized	
  by	
  the	
  
heavenly	
  court,	
  will	
  have	
  come	
  
to	
  its	
  comple8on	
  before	
  Jesus	
  
comes	
  back	
  in	
  glory.	
  
	
  



Christ	
  Himself	
  said,	
  “As	
  the	
  days	
  
of	
  Noah	
  were,	
  so	
  also	
  will	
  the	
  
coming	
  of	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  Man	
  be.”	
  	
  
MaZhew	
  24:37	
  
	
  



The	
  parallels	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  
events	
  include	
  the	
  violent	
  and	
  
godless	
  condi8on	
  of	
  society,	
  the	
  
warning	
  of	
  the	
  coming	
  event,	
  
the	
  incredible	
  and	
  blind	
  
ignorance	
  	
  
	
  



displayed	
  by	
  the	
  popula8on	
  in	
  
general	
  concerning	
  the	
  coming	
  
event	
  and	
  the	
  dispropor8onate	
  
number	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  reject	
  the	
  
message.	
  
	
  



We	
  have	
  seen	
  that	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  
salva8on/destruc8on	
  event	
  at	
  
Christ’s	
  coming,	
  all	
  decisions	
  will	
  
have	
  been	
  made	
  final.	
  This	
  is	
  
brought	
  to	
  view	
  in	
  striking	
  
manner	
  in	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  Noah,	
  
	
  



in	
  that	
  seven	
  days	
  before	
  the	
  
flood	
  came,	
  Noah	
  and	
  his	
  family	
  
entered	
  the	
  ark,	
  	
  
“and	
  the	
  Lord	
  shut	
  him	
  in.”	
  	
  
Genesis	
  7:16	
  
	
  



God’s	
  hand	
  wrote	
  on	
  
Belshazzar’s	
  palace	
  wall,	
  “You	
  
have	
  been	
  weighed	
  and	
  found	
  
wan8ng”	
  before	
  the	
  destroyer	
  
came.	
  
Daniel	
  5:27	
  



III.	
  The	
  Necessity	
  of	
  a	
  	
  
Pre-­‐Advent	
  Judgment.	
  	
  



Why	
  does	
  God,	
  the	
  Omniscient	
  
One,	
  need	
  to	
  look	
  over	
  books	
  of	
  
record	
  to	
  see	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  saved?	
  
Doesn’t	
  He	
  know	
  already?	
  
	
  



First,	
  the	
  Bible	
  reveals	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
God’s	
  desire	
  that	
  His	
  
administra8on	
  be	
  understood	
  as	
  
absolutely	
  fair;	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
transparent	
  to	
  the	
  highest	
  
degree.	
  
	
  



We	
  must	
  expand	
  our	
  view	
  to	
  
see	
  that	
  the	
  judgment	
  isn’t	
  just	
  
about	
  us.	
  	
  
	
  
It’s	
  God’s	
  name	
  that	
  is	
  on	
  trial.	
  
In	
  a	
  very	
  real	
  sense,	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  
hour	
  of	
  “His”	
  judgment.	
  
	
  



You	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  the	
  privilege	
  of	
  
playing	
  an	
  important	
  part	
  in	
  this	
  
trial,	
  in	
  that	
  as	
  we	
  allow	
  His	
  
Spirit	
  to	
  work	
  a	
  miracle	
  in	
  our	
  
lives,	
  it	
  brings	
  an	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  
charges	
  that	
  Satan	
  brought,	
  
	
  



that	
  God	
  is	
  unfair	
  and	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
impossible	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  
pleasing	
  to	
  God.	
  The	
  lives	
  of	
  His	
  
saints	
  cons8tute	
  “exhibit	
  A,”	
  
recorded	
  in	
  the	
  ledgers	
  of	
  
heaven,	
  to	
  refute	
  the	
  allega8ons	
  
raised	
  by	
  the	
  devil.	
  
	
  



Secondly,	
  God	
  knows	
  already	
  
who	
  are	
  the	
  ones	
  to	
  be	
  saved.	
  
The	
  direct	
  benefit	
  of	
  this	
  
Judgment	
  is	
  for	
  His	
  loyal	
  angels	
  
who,	
  although	
  wiser	
  than	
  
humans	
  and	
  excelling	
  in	
  
strength,	
  both	
  physical	
  and	
  
mental,	
  are	
  not	
  omniscient.	
  
	
  



Angels	
  can’t	
  read	
  the	
  heart	
  and	
  
discern	
  its	
  mo8ves,	
  which	
  is	
  at	
  
the	
  crux	
  of	
  the	
  judgment.	
  	
  
	
  



Before	
  the	
  Lord	
  brings	
  into	
  the	
  
undefiled	
  environment	
  of	
  
heaven	
  those	
  from	
  Planet	
  Earth	
  
who	
  were	
  sinners,	
  He	
  graciously	
  
allows	
  the	
  angels	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  see	
  things	
  as	
  He	
  
sees	
  them,	
  to	
  know	
  things	
  as	
  He	
  
knows	
  them.	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  judgment	
  has	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  sin	
  
and	
  sin	
  is	
  a	
  maZer	
  of	
  the	
  inmost	
  
soul.	
  We	
  ocen	
  speak	
  of	
  sin	
  as	
  
being	
  an	
  act,	
  but	
  it’s	
  much	
  
deeper	
  than	
  that.	
  	
  
	
  



Jesus	
  alluded	
  to	
  this	
  when	
  He	
  
said	
  that	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  harbors	
  
hatred	
  has	
  already	
  commiZed	
  
murder;	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  lusts	
  in	
  his	
  
heart	
  has	
  already	
  commiZed	
  
adultery.	
  
	
  



Acts	
  of	
  iniquity	
  are	
  simply	
  the	
  
outgrowth	
  of	
  those	
  principles	
  
cherished	
  within	
  the	
  heart.	
  	
  
They	
  are	
  the	
  symptoms	
  of	
  what	
  
exists	
  inside.	
  



Because	
  sin	
  has	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  the	
  
way	
  we	
  think,	
  it’s	
  fair	
  that	
  God	
  
judges	
  us	
  according	
  to	
  our	
  inner	
  
soul;	
  
	
  



that	
  is,	
  He	
  judges	
  us	
  not	
  only	
  
according	
  to	
  what	
  we	
  have	
  
done,	
  but	
  also	
  according	
  to	
  
what	
  we	
  would	
  have	
  done	
  if	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  had	
  arisen.	
  
	
  



	
  “Therefore	
  the	
  wisdom	
  of	
  God	
  
also	
  said,	
  ‘I	
  will	
  send	
  them	
  
prophets	
  and	
  apostles,	
  and	
  
some	
  of	
  them	
  they	
  will	
  kill	
  and	
  
persecute,’	
  	
  
	
  



“that	
  the	
  blood	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  
prophets	
  which	
  was	
  shed	
  from	
  
the	
  founda8on	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  may	
  
be	
  required	
  of	
  this	
  genera8on,	
  	
  



“from	
  the	
  blood	
  of	
  Abel	
  to	
  the	
  
blood	
  of	
  Zechariah	
  who	
  
perished	
  between	
  the	
  altar	
  and	
  
the	
  temple.	
  
	
  



“Yes,	
  I	
  say	
  to	
  you,	
  it	
  shall	
  be	
  
required	
  of	
  this	
  genera8on.”	
  	
  
Luke	
  11:49-­‐51	
  
	
  



Though	
  they	
  didn't	
  live	
  back	
  
then	
  and	
  didn't	
  actually	
  carry	
  
out	
  those	
  acts,	
  God's	
  indictment	
  
is	
  fair	
  nonetheless,	
  because	
  
their	
  hearts	
  	
  
	
  



were	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  condi8on	
  as	
  
the	
  hearts	
  of	
  their	
  forefathers.	
  
Had	
  they	
  lived	
  back	
  then,	
  their	
  
acts	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  same.	
  	
  
	
  



It	
  is	
  the	
  inward	
  heart	
  and	
  its	
  
condi8on	
  that	
  God	
  is	
  most	
  
concerned	
  about.	
  The	
  acts	
  are	
  
simply	
  the	
  outgrowth	
  of	
  the	
  
thought	
  paZerns	
  that	
  are	
  inside.	
  	
  
	
  



On	
  the	
  other	
  hand,	
  Jesus	
  could	
  
say	
  regarding	
  a	
  poor	
  widow	
  who	
  
dropped	
  two	
  mites	
  into	
  the	
  
offering	
  chest	
  that	
  she	
  had	
  given	
  
more	
  than	
  the	
  rest.	
  	
  
Luke	
  21:3	
  
It	
  was	
  the	
  condi8on	
  of	
  her	
  heart	
  
that	
  God	
  saw	
  and	
  evaluated.	
  
	
  



“Man	
  looks	
  at	
  the	
  outward	
  
appearance,	
  but	
  the	
  LORD	
  looks	
  
at	
  the	
  heart.”	
  	
  
I	
  Samuel	
  16:7	
  
	
  



Prior	
  to	
  the	
  glorious	
  return	
  of	
  
Jesus	
  to	
  this	
  earth,	
  He	
  chooses	
  
to	
  disclose	
  to	
  the	
  loyal	
  angels	
  
what	
  He	
  already	
  knows.	
  The	
  
books	
  are	
  opened	
  in	
  the	
  
presence	
  of	
  numberless	
  hosts.	
  
	
  



It	
  is	
  true	
  that	
  He	
  is	
  not	
  required	
  
to	
  open	
  the	
  books	
  to	
  the	
  view	
  of	
  
the	
  angels,	
  but	
  He	
  does	
  so	
  
anyway.	
  	
  
	
  
He	
  is	
  the	
  “God	
  of	
  the	
  'second	
  
mile.'”	
  
	
  



We	
  confess	
  that	
  the	
  Pre-­‐Advent	
  
Judgment	
  really	
  isn’t	
  a	
  
“necessity,”	
  at	
  least	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  
what	
  is	
  needed	
  for	
  God	
  to	
  make	
  
the	
  right	
  decisions.	
  He	
  knows	
  
all;	
  He	
  knows	
  every	
  heart.	
  He	
  is	
  
the	
  Sovereign	
  God.	
  
	
  



And	
  yet,	
  the	
  Bible	
  clearly	
  reveals	
  
the	
  fact	
  of	
  this	
  pre-­‐advent	
  
judgment.	
  We	
  conclude	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  
a	
  part	
  of	
  His	
  plan	
  because	
  He	
  
goes	
  beyond	
  what	
  is	
  “required.”	
  



“Your	
  people	
  shall	
  be	
  delivered,	
  
everyone	
  found	
  wriZen	
  in	
  the	
  
book.”	
  	
  
Daniel	
  12:1	
  
	
  



He	
  wishes	
  to	
  do	
  things	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  
that	
  will	
  inspire	
  confidence	
  that	
  
jus8ce	
  has	
  been	
  done.	
  	
  
	
  
He	
  desires	
  that	
  the	
  heavenly	
  
hosts	
  should	
  know	
  
	
  



that	
  the	
  ones	
  coming	
  to	
  heaven	
  
are	
  free	
  of	
  the	
  virus	
  of	
  sin,	
  and	
  
will	
  not	
  contaminate	
  the	
  
celes8al	
  environment	
  with	
  
iniquity.	
  
	
  



Again,	
  this	
  is	
  not	
  because	
  God	
  
doesn’t	
  know.	
  	
  
	
  

He	
  knows	
  everything!	
  	
  
	
  

He	
  does	
  this	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  His	
  
nature	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  His	
  
absolute	
  fairness	
  and	
  
transparent	
  jus8ce.	
  	
  
	
  



IV.	
  Bible	
  Stories	
  That	
  Illustrate	
  God's	
  
Judgment.	
  	
  



1.  The	
  Story	
  of	
  Adam	
  
and	
  Eve	
  

2.  The	
  Story	
  of	
  Sodom	
  
and	
  Gomorrah	
  

3.  The	
  Story	
  of	
  
Belshazzar	
  and	
  
Babylon	
  



1.   The	
  Story	
  of	
  Adam	
  and	
  
Eve.	
  “Adam	
  and	
  his	
  wife	
  
hid	
  themselves	
  from	
  the	
  
presence	
  of	
  the	
  LORD	
  God	
  
among	
  the	
  trees	
  of	
  the	
  
garden.	
  Then	
  the	
  LORD	
  
God	
  called	
  to	
  Adam	
  and	
  
said	
  to	
  him,	
  
	
  



“‘Where	
  are	
  you?’	
  So	
  he	
  said,	
  ‘I	
  
heard	
  Your	
  voice	
  in	
  the	
  garden,	
  
and	
  I	
  was	
  afraid	
  because	
  I	
  was	
  
naked;	
  and	
  I	
  hid	
  myself.’	
  	
  
	
  



“And	
  He	
  said,	
  ‘Who	
  told	
  you	
  
that	
  you	
  were	
  naked?	
  Have	
  you	
  
eaten	
  from	
  the	
  tree	
  of	
  which	
  I	
  
commanded	
  you	
  that	
  you	
  
should	
  not	
  eat?’”	
  	
  
Genesis	
  3:8-­‐11	
  
	
  



No8ce	
  this	
  amazing	
  portrayal	
  of	
  
God’s	
  system	
  of	
  jus8ce	
  at	
  work.	
  
It	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  model	
  for	
  all	
  
further	
  disposi8ons,	
  especially	
  
God’s	
  final	
  judicial	
  process.	
  
	
  



We	
  might	
  ask,	
  Did	
  God	
  “need”	
  
to	
  inquire	
  if	
  Adam	
  had	
  eaten?	
  	
  
	
  
Did	
  the	
  One	
  Who	
  is	
  omniscient	
  
not	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  command	
  
had	
  been	
  disobeyed?	
  	
  
	
  
Of	
  course	
  He	
  knew!	
  	
  
	
  



Yet	
  He	
  stooped	
  to	
  speak	
  in	
  a	
  
language	
  which	
  all	
  could	
  
understand.	
  He	
  went	
  about	
  His	
  
work	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  would	
  
inspire	
  confidence	
  that	
  the	
  
sentence	
  was	
  given	
  from	
  a	
  
posi8on	
  of	
  knowledge.	
  He	
  
inquired	
  before	
  taking	
  ac8on.	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  He	
  
administered	
  jus8ce	
  at	
  the	
  first	
  
occurrence	
  of	
  sin	
  would	
  become	
  
the	
  model	
  for	
  later	
  events.	
  	
  
	
  
He	
  says,	
  “I	
  am	
  the	
  LORD;	
  I	
  
change	
  not.”	
  	
  
Malachi	
  3:6	
  
	
  



It	
  would	
  become	
  the	
  model	
  for	
  
the	
  way	
  He	
  would	
  deal	
  with	
  sin	
  
in	
  its	
  final	
  disposi8on.	
  What	
  
would	
  give	
  us	
  the	
  idea	
  that	
  His	
  
way	
  of	
  dealing	
  with	
  sin	
  at	
  the	
  
end	
  would	
  be	
  any	
  different	
  than	
  
the	
  way	
  He	
  dealt	
  with	
  sin	
  at	
  the	
  
beginning?	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  Bible	
  reveals	
  that	
  before	
  
the	
  gavel	
  of	
  jus8ce	
  fell	
  in	
  Eden,	
  
there	
  was	
  an	
  inves8ga8on.	
  
Likewise	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  8me,	
  
	
  



before	
  the	
  sentence	
  is	
  passed	
  
which	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  the	
  verdicts	
  
of	
  eternal	
  life	
  or	
  eternal	
  death,	
  
before	
  the	
  return	
  of	
  the	
  Savior	
  
Who	
  comes	
  “with	
  His	
  reward,”	
  a	
  
phase	
  of	
  judgment	
  involving	
  
inves8ga8on	
  will	
  have	
  been	
  
completed.	
  	
  
	
  



2.	
  The	
  Story	
  of	
  Sodom	
  and	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Gomorrah.	
  	
  
	
  

God	
  had	
  to	
  do	
  something.	
  He	
  
had	
  to	
  take	
  ac8on.	
  But	
  before	
  
He	
  did,	
  He	
  would	
  conduct	
  an	
  
inves8ga8on.	
  He	
  would	
  give	
  the	
  
situa8on	
  a	
  second	
  look,	
  a	
  final	
  
review.	
  
	
  



See	
  in	
  this	
  text	
  the	
  One	
  Who	
  
inquires	
  before	
  He	
  takes	
  ac8on.	
  	
  
	
  
“And	
  the	
  LORD	
  said,	
  ‘Because	
  
the	
  outcry	
  against	
  Sodom	
  and	
  
Gomorrah	
  is	
  great,	
  and	
  because	
  
their	
  sin	
  is	
  very	
  grievous,	
  
	
  



'I	
  will	
  go	
  down	
  now	
  and	
  see	
  
whether	
  they	
  have	
  done	
  
altogether	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  
outcry	
  against	
  it	
  that	
  has	
  come	
  
to	
  Me;	
  and	
  if	
  not	
  I	
  will	
  know.’”	
  
Genesis	
  18:20,	
  21	
  	
  
	
  



He	
  chose	
  to	
  speak	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  
humans	
  could	
  understand.	
  He	
  
stooped	
  to	
  our	
  level	
  to	
  inspire	
  
us	
  that	
  His	
  jus8ce	
  would	
  come	
  
from	
  a	
  posi8on	
  of	
  knowledge.	
  	
  





On	
  the	
  eve	
  of	
  her	
  destruc8on,	
  
as	
  the	
  armies	
  of	
  Cyrus	
  
approached	
  the	
  for8fied	
  capital,	
  
King	
  Belshazzar	
  reveled	
  in	
  
defiant	
  mockery.	
  	
  



Belshazzar	
  called	
  for	
  the	
  ar8cles	
  
from	
  Solomon’s	
  temple	
  to	
  be	
  
brought	
  and	
  used	
  as	
  his	
  goblets	
  
while	
  he	
  held	
  a	
  feast	
  to	
  his	
  gods.	
  
	
  



“Then	
  they	
  brought	
  the	
  gold	
  
vessels	
  that	
  had	
  been	
  taken	
  
from	
  the	
  temple	
  of	
  the	
  
house	
  of	
  God	
  which	
  had	
  
been	
  in	
  Jerusalem;	
  and	
  the	
  
king	
  and	
  his	
  lords,	
  his	
  wives,	
  
and	
  his	
  concubines	
  drank	
  
from	
  them.	
  
	
  



“They	
  drank	
  wine,	
  and	
  praised	
  
the	
  gods	
  of	
  gold	
  and	
  silver,	
  
bronze	
  and	
  iron,	
  wood	
  and	
  
stone.	
  In	
  the	
  same	
  hour	
  the	
  
fingers	
  of	
  a	
  man’s	
  hand	
  appeared	
  
and	
  wrote	
  opposite	
  the	
  lamp	
  
stand	
  on	
  the	
  plaster	
  of	
  the	
  
wall	
  of	
  the	
  king’s	
  palace;	
  	
  



“and	
  the	
  king	
  saw	
  the	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  hand	
  that	
  wrote.	
  Then	
  the	
  
king’s	
  countenance	
  changed	
  and	
  
his	
  thoughts	
  troubled	
  him,	
  so	
  
that	
  the	
  joints	
  of	
  hips	
  were	
  
loosened	
  and	
  his	
  knees	
  knocked	
  
against	
  each	
  other.”	
  	
  
Daniel	
  5:3-­‐6	
  
	
  



“But	
  you,	
  his	
  (grand)son,	
  
Belshazzar,	
  have	
  not	
  humbled	
  
your	
  heart,	
  although	
  you	
  knew	
  
all	
  this.	
  And	
  you	
  have	
  liced	
  
yourself	
  up	
  against	
  the	
  Lord	
  of	
  
heaven.	
  
	
  



“And	
  the	
  God	
  who	
  holds	
  your	
  
breath	
  in	
  His	
  hand	
  and	
  owns	
  all	
  
your	
  ways,	
  you	
  have	
  not	
  
glorified.”	
  	
  
Daniel	
  5:22,	
  23	
  
	
  



God’s	
  process	
  of	
  judgment	
  takes	
  
into	
  account	
  the	
  knowledge	
  (or,	
  
the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  gain	
  
knowledge)	
  that	
  one	
  possesses.	
  	
  
	
  



“Mene:	
  God	
  has	
  numbered	
  your	
  
kingdom,	
  and	
  finished	
  it.	
  	
  
Tekel:	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  weighed	
  in	
  
the	
  balances,	
  and	
  found	
  
wan8ng.	
  Peres:	
  your	
  kingdom	
  
has	
  been	
  divided,	
  and	
  given	
  to	
  
the	
  Medes	
  and	
  Persians.”	
  	
  
Daniel	
  5:26-­‐28	
  
	
  



The	
  word	
  translated	
  
“numbered”	
  (mene)	
  is	
  given	
  
twice,	
  being	
  repeated	
  for	
  
emphasis.	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  accoun8ng	
  
term,	
  implying	
  that	
  the	
  moral	
  
ledger	
  of	
  Belshazzar	
  and	
  his	
  
kingdom	
  had	
  been	
  under	
  divine	
  
audit.	
  
	
  



It	
  had	
  been	
  reviewed	
  and	
  
double	
  checked.	
  The	
  conclusion	
  
of	
  “bankruptcy”	
  had	
  been	
  
reached.	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  metaphor	
  then	
  turns	
  from	
  
an	
  accoun8ng	
  image	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  
tes8ng	
  metal.	
  “Tekel:	
  you	
  have	
  
been	
  weighed	
  in	
  the	
  balances,	
  
and	
  found	
  wan8ng.”	
  The	
  
concept	
  of	
  scales	
  as	
  a	
  symbol	
  of	
  
the	
  opera8on	
  of	
  jus8ce	
  is	
  well	
  
known	
  and	
  documented.	
  
	
  



Now,	
  having	
  announced	
  that	
  
the	
  inquiry	
  and	
  inves8ga8on	
  
have	
  been	
  accomplished,	
  “God	
  
has	
  numbered	
  your	
  kingdom;	
  
you	
  have	
  been	
  weighed	
  in	
  the	
  
balances,”	
  the	
  sentence	
  is	
  
pronounced.	
  
	
  



The	
  kingdom	
  will	
  be	
  broken	
  and	
  
given	
  into	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  the	
  
Medes	
  and	
  Persians.	
  That	
  very	
  
night	
  Belshazzar	
  was	
  slain	
  and	
  
the	
  prophecy	
  became	
  fulfilled.	
  
	
  



No8ce	
  that	
  the	
  sequence	
  of	
  
divine	
  jus8ce	
  is	
  clearly	
  spelled	
  
out;	
  the	
  Lord	
  specifically	
  
indicated	
  that	
  an	
  inves8ga8on	
  
had	
  been	
  conducted	
  before	
  
ac8on	
  was	
  taken.	
  
	
  



There	
  was	
  inquiry	
  before	
  
sentencing.	
  God	
  already	
  knew	
  
the	
  wickedness	
  of	
  Babylon,	
  as	
  
He	
  had	
  known	
  the	
  evil	
  of	
  Sodom	
  
and	
  the	
  sin	
  of	
  Eden.	
  	
  



But	
  true	
  to	
  His	
  character	
  of	
  
stooping	
  to	
  use	
  language	
  that	
  
humans	
  understand,	
  He	
  gave	
  a	
  
“second	
  look”	
  before	
  issuing	
  the	
  
sentence.	
  
	
  



If	
  this	
  was	
  His	
  approach	
  toward	
  
ancient	
  Babylon,	
  why	
  would	
  we	
  
expect	
  it	
  to	
  be	
  any	
  different	
  
toward	
  apocalyp8c	
  Babylon?	
  
	
  



Why	
  a	
  Pre-­‐Advent	
  Judgment?	
  	
  
	
  

These	
  stories	
  tell	
  us	
  that	
  He	
  
chooses	
  to	
  speak	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  
humans	
  could	
  understand.	
  He	
  
stooped	
  to	
  our	
  level	
  to	
  inspire	
  
us	
  that	
  His	
  jus8ce	
  would	
  come	
  
from	
  a	
  posi8on	
  of	
  knowledge.	
  	
  



Such	
  is	
  the	
  wondrous	
  and	
  
gracious	
  character	
  of	
  the	
  One	
  
Who	
  rules	
  the	
  universe!	
  	
  
	
  






